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“To qualify for the exemption under Sechion 8(1)()) of the RTI Act, the information must satisfy
the following cnteria:

1. It must be personal information: Words 1 a law should normally be given the meanming piven
m common language. In common language, we would ascnbe the adjechive ‘personal' to an
attnbute which apphes to an mdividual and not to an msttuhon or a Corporate. Therefore, 1t
flows that "personal’ cannot be related to imshtuhons, orgamsahons or corporates. Hence Sechon
B(1))) of the RTI Act cannot be applied when the information concems institutions,
orgamsations or corporates.

2. The phrase "discloswre of which has no relahonslup to any public activity or interest’ means
that the information must have been given mn the cowrse of a public achvity. Vanous public
anthorities in performing thewr fimetions routinely ask for 'personal’ information from citizens,
and this 1s clearly a public activity. Public activiies would typically include situations wherein a
person applies for a job, or gives information about lumself to a public authonty as an employee,
or asks for a pemussion, hicence or authonsation, or provides information in discharge of a
statutory oblhigation,

3, The disclosure of the information would lead to unwarranted imvasion of the privacy of the
individual. The State has no nght to imvade the pnivacy of an individual. There are some
extraordinary situations where the State may be allowed to mvade the pnvacy of a citizen. In
those circumstances special provisions of the law apply usually with certain safeguards.
Therefore where the State routinely obtains information from citizens, this information 1s 1n

relationship to a public activity and will not be an intrusion on pnivacy.”
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